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Academic Immersion 
Program  
2019-20

1073 North Benson Road
Fairfield, CT 06824
203-254–4000 
fairfield.edu

Program Partners

OFFICE OF STUDENT DIVERSITY 
AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Barone Campus Center, Suite 100   
203-254-4101 

PROJECT EXCEL 
Barone Campus Center, Suite 100   

203-254-4064

The Journey to  
Success Starts Here!

Don’t Delay
Applications are due on  

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Program Dates: Sunday, August 4 
– Friday, August 30, 2019

Applications available on OrgSync at  
fairfield.edu/AI19 

Fairfield University



opportunity to interact with professors, meet 
other students, and benefit from peer mentor 
relationships. Students enjoy the planned 
programs and activities that help them transition 
to Fairfield University during the fall and spring 
semester of each year.

Academic Component
During the summer session, students earn 
six credits towards graduation by taking two 
academic courses within the Magis Core and 
experiencing structured study labs.

Residential Experience 
The program’s residential experience, students 
live together in the same building with the 
Resident Assistant Team. Resident Assistants 
(RAs) help to create a community that 
encourages and supports intellectual curiosity, 
critical thinking, and enriching interpersonal 
relationships among students. 

Academic Advising and Mentorship
Mentors and academic advisors work one-on-one 
with students on a regular basis to support the 
achievement of their academic and social goals. 
Students also participate in academic workshops 
that provide them with the building blocks 
necessary for a successful college experience.

Why You Should Apply 
• Take two of your MAGIS Core courses

• Attend workshops on college readiness (study 
skills, goal-setting, decision-making, self-
advocacy, communication skills, etc.)

• Presentations on financial aid, financial literacy, 
and academic responsibility

• Team-building activities and opportunities 
to interact with students from similar 
backgrounds 

• Personal Development Groups with Academic 
Immersion Staff 

• Housing and meals provided on campus free of 
cost for the duration of the summer session

• Scholarship given to all students who are 
accepted to the program for tuition, room 
and boarding. Text books and course related 
supplies are not included in the scholarship 

Please note: To confirm a spot, a $50 non-
refundable acceptance fee is required upon 
student acceptance to the program.

Eligibility Requirements  
• The Academic Immersion Program is for 

incoming first-year students who have been 
admitted to Fairfield University for the 2019-
2020 academic year.

• Students are invited to apply and will be 
accepted based on a variety of factors, 
including academic experience and potential 
benefit from enrollment in the program.

• Students committed to participate in the 
Academic Immersion Program will be required 
to attend all activities including planned 
weekend activities and academic and social 
programming scheduled for the 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021 academic years.

Fall and Spring Semester Requirements 
• Participate in the Cura Personalis Mentoring 

Program 

• Attend a required multicultural off-campus 
retreat in September 

• Attend two required Academic/Social 
workshops during the fall and spring semester 

• Select students will work one-on-one with 
Project Excel staff during the fall and spring of 
each semester.

WHAT STUDENTS HAVE TO SAY …
“Academic Immersion was a life-changing 
program that allowed [me] to get a head start 
with the college experience. I was able to take 
two classes and create a family.”

- Crismari Edua, Class of 2020

“Academic Immersion was an eye-opening 
experience to the college environment and an 
amazing opportunity to establish strong and 
formidable connections with peers from various 
backgrounds.”  

- Manny Brito, Class of 2021 

THE ACADEMIC 
IMMERSION PROGRAM
The Office of Student Diversity and Multicultural 
Affairs and Project Excel seek to promote the 
mission of Fairfield University by fostering a 
shared standard of excellence and striving for 
the Magis (‘the more”) in a way that defines 
our modern Jesuit Catholic Education. The 
Academic Immersion Program (AI) is one such 
initiative that seeks to enhance the experience 
of underrepresented students who come from 
various social, economic, racial, cultural, national, 
and religious backgrounds. 

The Academic Immersion Program focuses on 
first-year and sophomore students and is designed 
to support students’ adjustment to academic 
and social life for them to thrive in the college 
environment. The program combines academic 
preparation and non-cognitive skill development, 
such as time management and teamwork 
skills, with a sense of group identity and early 
connection to academic life at Fairfield University. 

Components of the AI Program 
The program provides credit-bearing courses, 
housing, special co-curricular programs, and a 
strong sense of community. Students have the 


