
Fairfield University 

Graduate American Studies 

Fall 2019 Course Offerings 

Registration Deadline August 20th / Classes begin September 3rd  

 

AS 400- 97750 Critical Issues in American Studies  

This graduate seminar provides an introduction to the field of American Studies and is the new core 

course for the Master’s Program. Using key books and essays in American Studies, students will 

familiarize themselves with the diverse cultural and intellectual traditions that have created the 

American experience. Using interdisciplinary approaches, students will survey the following themes 

in American society and culture: race, ethnicity and immigration; expression and imagination; 

values and ethics; gender; institutional power and politics; and America and the world. All incoming 

students and any student who has not yet taken AS 401 or AS 402, both of which have been 

sunsetted, should take this required course. Three credits 

Professor:  Johanna Garvey, Ph.D.  

Wednesdays 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

 

AS 410-98709  Gender in American Society 

This course introduces students to the theories and concepts of the interrelated fields of Women's 

Studies and Gender Studies, Masculinity Studies, and Sexuality/Queer Studies. We will discuss 

the development of these fields, their application in various disciplines, and their importance in 

American Studies. The course uses theoretical readings, novels, and popular films to explore 

aspects of gender studies in everyday life.  Three credits 

Professor: Sally O’Driscoll, Ph.D. 

Thursdays 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

AS 483- 98710  America in the 1930s 

The economic crisis of the Great Depression propelled political, social, and cultural change, 

resulting in the United States’ extraordinary transformation in the decade of the 1930s. This 

seminar acquaints students with the complexities of this pivotal era through reading political, 

urban, and ethnic case studies, combined with analyzing cultural phenomena such as films, 

documentary photography, and public art. This era has immense relevance to contemporary 

political debates. The debate over the federal government’s role in regulating the free market, the 

weakness of the labor movement, unemployment and the persistence of poverty, the increasing 

wealth gap, and the growing racial edge in these issues have their origins in the policies first 

forged during the New Deal. Students will work on research documenting Connecticut’s 

experience in this era, linked to an on-going Digital Humanities Project, or complete a 

curriculum plan related to the course material.Three credits 

Professor:  Cecelia Bucki, Ph.D. 

Tuesdays 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

 


