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Students for Social Justice

Kevin Donohue

On a service trip to Mexico while in high school, Kevin Donohue came upon a woman who would help shape his goals in life. She was a very poor woman and, in small ways, she reminded him of his grandmother. 

“I just realized that there’s no reason that someone like myself – or someone in my family – was not born into that situation,” said Donohue, who is graduating with a degree in politics and minors in history and peace and justice. “It’s a matter of chance. I understood the connection I had with these people. I felt a responsibility to do something to help deal with those injustices and poverty.”

To raise awareness about injustices and poverty both here in the United States and abroad, Donohue helped found the Students for Social Justice club on Fairfield’s campus. 

“My goal is to help people see that doing things for social justice is empowering and enjoyable,” he explains. “Sometimes people do things out of a sense of guilt. I want them to feel good about using their talents and resources to make positive change happen.”

In addition to holding a clothing drive and participating in the School of the America’s protest in Georgia, the club has hosted a number of successful events, including a fashion show with clothing produced in an environmentally friendly way and by people working under sound labor practices. In March, the group hosted its second annual Social Justice Bazaar, featuring socially responsible businesses. Donohue is most proud of the Students for Social Justice Day of Silence, held in December to raise awareness about the genocide occurring in Darfur.

“That took a lot of commitment from the members of the group and I think it made a real impression on people on campus,” he says. “People noticed and have become more aware of the situation in Darfur. It was a thrill for me to see the hard work of our group create that kind of reaction.”

The group has thrived thanks to the tremendous help of Melissa Quan, assistant director at the Center for Faith and Public Life, and Conor O’Kane, associate director of Campus Ministry, he says. Donohue is pleased with the strength of the group and the events and activities planned for next year. 

Donohue is also chapter president of Alpha Sigma Nu, the Jesuit honor society, and was a Kairos Retreat leader and a resident advisor. He has participated in the Urban Plunge and service trips to Appalachia and Duran, Ecuador. 

Donohue plans to work with a service volunteer organization next year and eventually start a socially responsible business. He says, “The experiences I have had at Fairfield and the breadth of my studies have given me a better perspective on justice in the world and on understanding it politically, historically, and economically.”

