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Resident Assistant

Jim Scholl

When Jim Scholl transferred to Fairfield University the spring semester of his freshmen year, he didn’t anticipate an easy transition. Fairfield students in his residence hall had a semester to make friends and bond. 

But thanks to the resident assistants in Campion Hall, he fit right in. “One of the R.A.s –  Rob Keder, the 2004 St. Ignatius Loyola Medal winner – was really committed to getting to know the students and he made me feel welcome,” Scholl says. “From that moment, I knew I wanted to become a resident assistants.” 

Scholl went on to become a resident assistants in Campion the following year and in Dolan Hall the next two years. From his own experience, Scholl knows how difficult it can be for students to be away from home for the first time. Sometimes, it’s the small things that make a difference, explains Scholl who was named the Resident Assistant of the Year in 2006.

Scholl created a welcoming environment, sometimes advocating for improvements to make the dorms more pleasant. He and made sure to remember each resident’s birthday. He took the extra step of asking the students’ parents and friends to send supportive letters, which he gave to students during the challenging weeks of the semester. “The students found them uplifting,” he says. “Being a genuine person and really being kind and considerate to others, especially in the Jesuit tradition, goes such a long way.”

He takes his leadership role seriously, aware that he is a model for the students he supervises. “I try to abide by and live out these principles of a Jesuit education in the R.A. position and I think residents begin to understand them over time,” he explains. Scholl also served as a Eucharistic Minister to the campus community for the past three and a half years, an experience that further enhanced his experience of being part of a community. 
Scholl encouraged his residents to get involved with clubs and organizations on campus.  He has watched many of his first group of students shed their shyness and take on leadership roles. “The most important thing I try to leave with each and every resident is a feeling of importance; a feeling that they can bring great things to the table,” he says. “I really try to show them that they will make a difference ​– and they have.”

Scholl, who is graduating with a degree in communication and a minor in English, plans to enter graduate school next year and eventually have a career in higher education or secondary education. He’s happy to see the changes taking place across campus, particularly plans for new student housing and renovations. “Residence Life has really improved over the past three years,” says Scholl. “I’m glad I was there to help facilitate that.” 

