Student Achievement Award

Jared Mezzocchi

Jared Mezzocchi is a talented writer, director, and producer for both screen and stage. His most recent production combines his love for theatre and film, and integrated his personal experience with much of what he has learned over the past four years at Fairfield University.

His play, The One Stoplight in Hollis (named after his hometown where there is only one stoplight), is a stage performance enhanced with the presence of three screens. Filmed performances make the characters appear to jump from stage to screen. He’s been able to incorporate a variety of different disciplines including philosophy, religious studies, and physics to not only enrich the storyline, but also to advance the technical aspects of the production. In an independent study course, Mezzocchi used physics, for example, to determine the best use of sound and images on the Quick Center stage. 

At the heart of Mezzocchi’s edgy, modern production is a story that began two years ago at his father Michael’s funeral. When Mezzocchi delivered the eulogy, he asked those present to close their eyes and visualize the stories he recounted from his father’s life. “It became a mosaic of his life,” he says. “And all of these people that showed up at his wake were part of the bigger picture of who he was.” 

At the urging of the Rev. James Mayzik, S.J., director of the New Media Film, Television and Radio program, he continued writing the stories and began molding them into a play, loosely based on his family. “It is a story of one family’s journey to peace,” he explains.

The protagonist, Michael, grapples with accepting the good times of his life, along with those challenging episodes, as he waits at the steps of heaven. The production drew on the talents of several professors, nine professional actors, and nearly two dozen students, including a core group of 13 from the film and theater programs. “Some of the students want to share the story that I feel so passionate about because of how personal it is,” Mazzocchi says. 

He received a grant of close to $8,000 from the Humanities Institute and raised an additional $1,500 from family and friends for the production. He has used both film and theatre to tell stories and shed a spotlight on current issues. He was a member of the Rev. Mark McGregor, S.J.’s film crew for Posada, a documentary about the plight of detained unaccompanied migrant children and families. He has garnered several awards for his films and theatre work, including the International Videographer Awards: Award of Excellence in 2004; the John W. Ryan, S.J., Drama Award; and the National Merit Award in editing in 2003 for his original short film A Simple Breath.

Graduating with degrees in New Media Film, Television and Radio program and theater, Mezzocchi plans to attend graduate school. He also has plans to establish a non-profit organization, Pienocchi, to raise money to fund the continued exploration of interdisciplinary art. 
