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en Dunaj ’02, a high school social studies
teacher in Wilton, Conn., saw how his
undergraduate degree from Fairfield

University turned heads during his post-gradua-
tion job search a year ago. Now a student in
Fairfield’s master’s program in American studies,
he’s pleased with what his alma mater can offer
him at the graduate level. He plans to finish the
program part-time, in the evenings, in about two
years. “There are places in the area that could
give me a degree more quickly and, at the state
schools, more cheaply. But contrary to popular
perception, Fairfield’s graduate programs are in
the same price range as other private schools in
the region. For me, the few extra dollars are a
solid investment,” he says. “A master’s degree
from Fairfield will be worth something to my
career in terms of salary increases and position.
It’s not just a flimsy piece of paper.”

Dunaj says it feels good to be back in the class-
room. “Conversations are intense. Class is never a
lecture – it’s always a discussion,” he adds. “And
sometimes we even teach the professor!”

Brian Leddy ’01 agrees. A fund accountant in
Fairfield, Leddy is working toward a master of
science degree in finance at the Charles F. Dolan
School of Business. Leddy’s employer provides
tuition reimbursement for those pursuing graduate
studies. For Leddy, Fairfield University offered the
best options – a reputable program, top professors,
and a convenient location. He also preferred an
already-familiar environment. “In my field, I need
a graduate degree to move up to a managerial
position, which is where I want to be,” he says.
“And this program will help me get there.” 

Studying alongside students twice his age (and
some with twice the work experience) was intim-
idating at first, but now Leddy appreciates learning
from everyone in the classroom – not only the
professor. “Learning from others’ experiences
puts us all at an advantage,” he says. “I was 
surprised that even I could help and teach people
with my limited time in the workforce.”

More alumni are returning to Fairfield University
for graduate studies – a trend Marianne Gumpper,
director of graduate admission, hopes will 
continue. “Graduate students in Fairfield County
want quality, convenience, flexibility, and a school

that’s close in proximity to work and home,” she
says. “Fairfield University’s graduate programs offer
these, along with a talented and dedicated group
of faculty whom alumni remember from their
undergraduate courses, resulting in a satisfying
graduate experience and profound rewards.”

Melanie Bassi ’99, a math teacher at Fairfield High
School who is pursuing a master of science degree
in mathematics, also values the scope of experience
among her peers – her classmates’ ages span four
decades. “I think it’s great,” she says. “People are
in the program for so many reasons – to advance
their careers, to pursue a career change, or to just
study what they love.” 

She also appreciates the relationship she has with
her professors. “It’s a much livelier classroom
atmosphere than what I remember from my
undergraduate days,” she says. “Everyone partici-
pates – eagerly – and we have fun!” 

“It has been a great source of pride for me and
for the deans and faculty to see alumni returning
to Fairfield for graduate studies,” says Dr. Orin
Grossman, academic vice president. “I know many
undergraduates are unaware of the exciting oppor-
tunities for such study here, and I’m delighted that
the word is getting out and that undergraduate
alumni are taking advantage of them.”

The Office of Graduate Admission will offer infor-
mation sessions on May 1 and July 29. For details,
call (866) 333-8648.
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Associate professor Wendy Kohli, Ph.D. (center),
teaches curriculum and instruction in the Graduate
School of Education and Allied Professions.


