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Fans and players get ready
for season three at the Arena

teve Nemergut '67 of

West Haven, Conn., says
basketball is in his blood. His
parents each played for years
on local teams, and he
coached the University’s
summer camps, at St. Andrew
Regional School in Bridgeport,
and at Notre Dame High
School in Fairfield.

To further prove his love for
the sport, he’s been a Fairfield
University basketball season
ticket holder since graduating
in 1967. Both die-hard Stags
fans, he and his wife, Mary
Ann, joke that she married
him for his season tickets.
Whether or not that’s true, he
says with a chuckle, “After all
these years, we still enjoy the
games. And,” he adds, refer-
ring to the Arena at Harbor
Yard in Bridgeport with room
for 9,500 fans, “there’s not a
bad seat in the house!”

Last season’s thrill of the
men’s team taking on
Boston College in March’s
NIT Tournament still has
fans like Steve and Mary
Ann Nemergut buzzing. The
energy carries over into the
third exciting season at the

Arena as the Stags prepare
for the schedule ahead.

Here’s some of what’s to come:

e Fairfield University has
been selected as one of the
hosts for the first and second
rounds of the 2004 NCAA
Division I Women’s
Basketball Championship
to take place in March. The
Arena will be the site for the
initial step on the road to
the Final Four in New
Orleans. Fairfield has been
invited to the NCAA
Tournament four times, most
recently in the 2001 season as
an at-large selection. In 1988,
1991, and 1998 the Stags
were Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference Tournament
Champions.

e This summer, Paige Sauer,
a member of the 2000
University of Connecticut
national championship team,
joined the women’s basket-
ball staff as assistant coach.
After playing basketball pro-
fessionally in the WNBA and
overseas, she says coaching
makes sense at this point in
her career. “I always wanted

to know what life on the
‘other side’ was like,” she
says. Choosing Fairfield was
easy. “I wanted to be at a
big enough school where
the team would make the
NCAA tournament, that had
good academics, and was in
Connecticut,” she adds.
“And, after seven years of
traveling around the world, T
also wanted a stable envi-
ronment, a place to make a
home.” Sauer loves being on
the court, whether playing in
a game, or at practice. “I'm
excited to do what I love,”
she says. And fans are sure
to reap the benefits.

e Head men’s basketball
coach Tim O’Toole ’86 looks
forward to another successful
season. “The Boston College
game had more than 6,000
fans,” he says. “It gave the
team fantastic feeling that
we're hoping to build on for
this campaign.”

e During the games, alumni
can stop by The Club
Lounge on the Arena’s third
floor. Catch up with friends
and other Stags fans before,
during, and after the action.

Season tickets go on sale Sept. 1. For information on season ficket packages, contact the Fairfield University ticket office
at (203) 254-4103 o visit http:/ /fairfieldstags.ocsn.com/fickets/fair-hoops-tickets.html. The women’s home opener is
Nov. 29 and 30 (Coke Classic); the men take on Fordham Dec. 2. Complete game schedules at www.fairfieldstags.com.




